orgetBowieand Ciccone, none of us were
anticipating the reinvention that Ali
‘Dubfire’Shirazinia was plotting when he
left Deep Dish. Leaving behind the chart
house smashes, Dubfire instead delved
deep underground and uncloaked himself as a lover
of a devilishly dark, relentlessly unwinding techno.
Initial reaction might have been sceptical but by the
time tracks like ‘Roadkill’and‘Rib Cage’dropped any
scepticism was blown away by the hypnotic force of
thechrome-platedDubfiresound.Instantly,everyone
from Hawtin and Véth was put under his dark spell.
Thelabelthey surfaced on— Ali'sown Sci+Tec—was
initially conceived as an outlet for Dubfire’s new
sonic mutations but has long expanded to showcase
darkroomgroovesfromagrowingarmyofproduction
talent. From Italian Joseph Capriati to UK sensation
Reset Robot and Japanese artists like A.Mochi and
Shin Nishimura, Sci+Tec is fast becoming a breeding
groundfortomorrow'stechnoinnovatorsfromacross
the globe.
As Aligears up fora special appearance at our DJmag
WMC pool party at The Shelborne Hotel, on Wednes-
day 25th March, we catch up with him to talk about
the concept of the mix, as well as what Miami and '09
have in store...

“It wasn't a conscious thing but it’s kind of turning
out that way as much as | am releasing their music
and we get along well on a personal level. | really
respect what Richie has accomplished with M-Nus,
they are a collective in the truest sense”

The mix incorporates elements of over 22 different
tracks using Traktor. Was it a pre-planned process
or did you spin it all off on-the-fly?

“It sort of happened on-the-fly, | wanted to cram so
much in there. | wanted to present a certain sound
and that sound tends to be about using tracks as
building blocks. With Traktor, I'm often taking loops
from three different tracks and using them to make

”

one.
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“There's honestly no masterplan, I'm just looking for
whateverconnectswithmeonanemotionallevel —it
could be something on the darker edge of techno or
something super housey.

“Whatlwanted to do on this compilation was present
a collage of all the label's releases — including

past releases, the current stuff and also excerpts of
upcoming tracks.”

“I'm more excited about showcasing newer talent.
When you get to a certain point in your career it
becomesalotmoregratifyingtobringuptheyounger
guys, as there are so many people vying for the same
spotlight”

“lwanted to give atip of the hat to what was going on
in Italy and the Naples techno scene in particular. For
years|have been playing great musicfromtheregion
and | wanted to take those that went right back to
therootsoftechno—likeRinoCerrone—andpresent
themalongsidethenewerguysunderonebanner.The
project was in conjunction with the Angels Of Love
promoters.”

"A UK guy called David Robertson — Reset Robot. He
has been engineering great stuff for Fergie and Alan
Fitzpatrick but the stuff he is doing on his own is
phenomenal”

www.djmag.com

“It just has the funk. He has a real good grasp of that
oldschoolswingingfunkgroovethatMasters AtWork
and guys like Todd Terry pioneered in the early days
but is totally pushing it into the future at the same
time.”

“Maybe many years ago but | think techno in general
always has that funk intact. You'll always be able

to find really great techno tracks that waved that
funk banner. | personally have never lost my faith in
techno because it pushed a lot of different sounds
that more commercial music wasn't able to take a
chance on — it always opens things up sonically.”

“People of my age group are at a point where they're
abletoappreciatethevasthistory of dance musicand
we're borrowing from the past. Alot of these younger
producers are also looking back on what they missed
— it's great”



“It's a sort of a stripped down tribal. Tribal has
always been a big part of what I'm about and it’s
also the summer groove that soundtracks places
like DC10 in Ibiza”

“All the time! But the last time | really went for it
was at Amnesia closing. | was in the club for 12
hours. | played for three hours then SvenVath came
onand we actually dragged Danny Tenaglia out on
the dancefloor with us. It was a magic night”

“Oh man, there's too many! Danny Tenaglia’s Space
marathons, anytime | catch Josh Wink play, the
poolparties...lremembertag-teaming[Loco] Dice
lastyear, looking behind me and seeing Matt Radio
Slave, [Marco] Carola and lots of others enjoying
themselves. There’s somethingreally magic about
it”

“Round the year, Miamiand the USin general aren’t
thebestplacesforpushingnewmusicrightnowbut
I'thinkit'simportant for us to go toWMCand repre-
sentoursound.Itcan educate peopleintorealising
thatthereisan alternative to what they are hearing
all year round.”

“My party is also on the Wednesday, at Kore, with
Paul Ritch and David Squillace. I'm also playing
Pete Tong's Surfcomber party. | like playing the
afternoon things as it allows me to play a bit more

tribal”
SCI+TEC
Digital Audio

< TRAKTOR
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Dubfire guides us through his mix...

(80 Zoo BrazilYour Way’
DeleteFlight Schedule’
“YourWay'was the perfect openerasit’sjust so stripped down”

m Uto Karem ‘Trentatre’
Gaetano ParisioPartenope
“I'magreatfan of Italian producer Uto.Very dubby, bouncyand
happy, this is different from his norm.”

m Paul Ritch‘Crazy Madness (Luca Bachetti Remix)’
Davide Squillace & Michele Tabucci
‘One Lobster, Please (Mathias Kaden's Gambass Remix)’
“LucabringsthesummerylbizavibetoPaul'sharderstyleonthis
remix.

W Plasmic HoneyJungle’
Mutant Clan ‘Inside’
“PlasmicHoneyisaguyfromNewYorkwhowaskindaprolificback
intheday—it'skindastripped downtribal. Mutant ClanisTimo
Maas andInside’is another tribal beast”

15 Joseph Capriati'Roboters’
Reset Robot Pig Nose'
“Roboters’is a great bridge between tribal rhythms and the
shufflingtechnosound,whilstPigNose’isgettingunbelievable
reactions.’

@ Rocha & Lewinger‘Santiago’
Federico Grazzini & Alex Neri‘Habla’
“Rocha & Lewinger are two Uruguayan guys doing great stuff.
AlexNeriisanoldschoolltalian DJs'DJandhisworkwith Grazzini
is marking a new chapterin his sound —it’s energetic but very
housey and accessible”

m Simi‘Undernaples (Remix)’
Shin Nishimura ‘Frustration (A.Mochi Remix)’
“A.Mochi and Nishimura are two Japanese friends. Japan still
lovestobangitoutsothishasquiteaharder,oldschooledgebut
is still very forward looking!”

(8 Patrick Lindsey What Is This?
“Ratherthan an obviouslinearapproach, thishasaveryunique
arrangement”

@ Maurizio & Danyelino‘Adenine (Paul Ritch Remix)’
“Thisisone of myall-time favourite Paul Ritch productions.That
synthisthemostsinisterthingyoucanimagine—itwassosevere
that my mastering dude refused to master it!"

Sian‘Skeleton (Pan Pot Remix)’
“Sianisagreatlrish producerwhocreatesminimalvibesbutwith
strong atmosphere”

Paul Ritch‘Aquarel’
Smith & Selway ‘Push Factor’
“Aquarel'is almost a DJ tool, very much a drum track, but with
really intricate effects”

Steve Mac'Gotta Have Fun (Prudo Remix/Original)’
“SteveMachasareallyinstinctivegraspofoldschoolNYChouse
rhythms but this is a bit edgier than what he is known for. It's a
beautiful track”

Rino Cerrone‘Moment’
“Another Naples techno legend — a class act”

Dubfire’l Feel Speed (Audion Remix)’
“Notapeak-timetune, thisremixis really out-there, butif played
at the right time it’'s a total headfuck!”
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